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After breaking up the copal it is sifted; dust and chips
are used only in dark varnishes. Hard resins are ordinarily
classified in two or three sorts, but the softer ones, as
Manila and Borneo, are graded according to their color and
purity into four or more grades. Copal which has been
reduced to powder by grinding in a rnortar easily sticks
together; the principal object of pulverizing it is to use it
with a solvent either cold or moderately heated, to make a
solution; it should for this reason be made as fine as pos-
sible. To prevent it from caking and to promote solution
it is coarsely powdered, then mixed with sand or powdered
glass; it may then be more finely pulveri2ed. This has
already been mentioned.
Under the subject of shellac information has already
been given as to the methods employed in its solution, and
also its bleaching.
Asphaltum is broken xip with a hammer, in a suitable
box, into pieces as large as a nut; the dust and chips arc
used with the rest.
Dammar has the dust and smallest fragments sifted out,
and the remainder is sorted according to its light or darker
color into two grades. Mastic and sandarac have the
dmst removed^ and these are spread out om white paper and
sorted according to clearness.
The preparation of linseed-oil, including; its bleaching,
has been described tinder linseed-oil. The like is true of
spirit of turpentine, of which only the best rectified sort
is used for making fine varnishes. While turpentine sub-
stitutes have recently come into use, and ia some are
good equivalents in whole or in part, their use is to be dis-
couraged because they unfavorably influence the drying of
varnish.